
OFFICIAL

OFFICIAL

Dr Lydia Nicholson
District Veterinary Officer – Northern Victoria

Animal Health Issues 
In Times of Difficult Seasonal Conditions
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Decision Time

A good decision is one you make with the 
information you have on hand; the right 

decision is one based on hindsight.
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Decision Time
• Have I got enough supplementary feed on hand? 
• If not, will I be able to source it at a reasonable price? 
• Is agistment an option, what is the cost and how far will my stock 

have to travel?
• Do I need to sell some stock now?

• A well-constructed plan is a valuable tool in assisting with the 
decision-making process. 

• Use a timeline with details such as “if it has not rained by X date, I 
need to sell x older cows”.



OFFICIAL

OFFICIAL

Tools to assist in the Decision-Making Process
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What are the current animal health issues?
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Nutritional

Through lack of energy (and protein)
– Starvation
– Pregnancy Toxaemia / Ketosis
– Long-term infertility, reduced growth

Water quality and availability
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Poisoning
Through Supplementary Feeding

– Grain Poisoning (Acidosis) 
– Urea Poisoning

Plant Poisoning
– Nitrate Poisoning 
– Weeds 

Chemical Residues
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Infectious Diseases
Through poor hygiene, overcrowding and stress

– Salmonellosis
– Coccidiosis
Use feeders/troughs especially in containment areas

– Pneumonia
– Pink eye

Through supplementary feeding
– Pulpy Kidney (Enterotoxaemia) & other Clostridial diseases
Booster Clostridial vaccination before supplementary feeding
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Parasites
Through grazing closer to the ground (and into swampy areas) and 
having poor immunity

– Worms and Fluke (Weaners, Pregnant Animals)
Monitor and treat worms

– Worm test – to see if drench is required
– Drench test – to see if drench worked
– Fence off fluke prone areas

Internal parasites compete with the animal for expensive supplementary feed 
“Feed for healthy animals not healthy worms”

Lice
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Who do you talk to?
• Your family and friends 
• Your Veterinary Practitioner
• Agriculture Victoria

– Animal Health and District Veterinary Officers
– Extension Officers
– Agronomists

• Agriculture Advisors
• Drought feeding books 
• Websites / reports / Agnotes - Victorian  and 

other states
• VFF
• Rural Finance
• Centrelink
• Community Groups
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